MUSIC PERFORMANCE CONTRACT

Contract Date: ___________________
Effective Date: ___________________
PARTIES TO THE CONTRACT
This Music Performance Contract (the "Contract") is entered into by and between:
THE MUSICIAN/PERFORMER
Name: _________________________________________
Stage Name (if applicable): _________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
City, State, ZIP: _________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
Tax ID/SSN: _________________________________________
(hereinafter referred to as the "Musician" or "Performer")
THE CLIENT/VENUE
Name/Organization: _________________________________________
Contact Person: _________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
City, State, ZIP: _________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
Tax ID/EIN: _________________________________________
(hereinafter referred to as the "Client" or "Venue")
Collectively referred to as the "Parties" and individually as a "Party."
RECITALS
WHEREAS, the Musician is a professional performer with expertise in music performance services;
WHEREAS, the Client seeks the Musician's performance services for the event described herein;
WHEREAS, the Parties agree to enter into this Contract to outline the terms and conditions for the Musician's services and the Client's compensation for the services rendered;
WHEREAS, the Parties acknowledge that they have the legal capacity to enter into this Contract and that they have read and fully understood its terms;
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and obligations set forth herein and for other good and valuable consideration, the Parties agree as follows:

1. PERFORMANCE DETAILS
1.1 Event Information
Event Name: _________________________________________
Event Type: _________________________________________
Date: _________________________________________
Event Start Time: _________________________________________
Event End Time: _________________________________________
1.2 Venue Information
Venue Name: _________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
Venue Contact: _________________________________________
Venue Phone: _________________________________________
1.3 Performance Schedule
Load-In Time: _________________________________________
Sound Check Time: _________________________________________
Performance Start Time: _________________________________________
Total Performance Duration: __________ hours/minutes
Number of Sets: _________
Break Duration(s): _________________________________________
Load-Out Time: _________________________________________
1.4 Performance Description
The Musician agrees to provide the following performance services (the "Performance"):
Type of Music/Genre: _________________________________________
Number of Musicians/Band Members: _________________________________________
Crew Members: _________________________________________
Repertoire/Setlist Requirements: _________________________________________

Special Requests: _________________________________________

2. COMPENSATION AND PAYMENT TERMS
2.1 Performance Fee
The Client agrees to pay the Musician a total compensation of $____________ (the "Performance Fee") for the services provided under this Contract.
2.2 Payment Schedule
Deposit Amount: $____________ (________% of total)
Deposit Due Date: _________________________________________
Final Payment Amount: $__________
Final Payment Due Date: __________ (typically upon completion or _____ days after performance)
2.3 Payment Method
Payment shall be made by (check one):
☐ Cash
☐ Check made payable to: _________________________________________
☐ Bank Transfer/Wire Transfer to: _________________________________________
☐ Credit Card
☐ Other: _________________________________________
2.4 Additional Charges
Overtime Rate: $__________ per hour (or portion thereof) beyond the agreed performance time
Cancellation Fee: See Section 8 (Cancellation Policy)
Late Payment Fee: __________% per month on overdue amounts
2.5 Reimbursable Expenses
The Client agrees to reimburse the Musician for the following expenses:
☐ Travel expenses (mileage at $__________ per mile or actual transportation costs)
☐ Accommodation: $__________
☐ Meals: $__________
☐ Parking fees: $__________
☐ Equipment rental: $__________
☐ Other: _________________________________________
Expense Reimbursement Payment Date: _________________________________________
2.6 Taxes
The Musician is responsible for all applicable federal, state, and local taxes on the compensation received under this Contract.

3. TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS AND EQUIPMENT
3.1 Equipment Provided by Musician
The Musician shall provide the following equipment:
☐ Instruments: _________________________________________
☐ Sound system/PA
☐ Microphones
☐ Amplifiers
☐ Lighting equipment
☐ Other: _________________________________________
3.2 Equipment Provided by Venue
The Client/Venue shall provide the following:
☐ Sound system specifications: _________________________________________
☐ Lighting: _________________________________________
☐ Stage dimensions: _________________________________________
☐ Power supply: __________ outlets, __________ amps
☐ Audio engineer/technician
☐ Stage monitors
☐ Other: _________________________________________
3.3 Stage Setup
Stage Type: _________________________________________
Stage Size: __________ ft x __________ ft
Ceiling Height: _________________________________________
Load-In Access: _________________________________________
3.4 Technical Rider
The Client acknowledges receipt of the Musician's technical rider attached as Annex A, which specifies additional technical requirements. The Client agrees to comply with all provisions in the technical rider.
4. VENUE OBLIGATIONS
4.1 Performance Space
The Client shall provide a safe, suitable performance space that meets all local safety and building codes.
4.2 Dressing Room/Green Room
The Client shall provide:
☐ Private dressing room
☐ Green room with seating for __________ people
☐ Secure storage for equipment and personal belongings
☐ Restroom facilities
4.3 Hospitality/Catering
The Client agrees to provide:
☐ Refreshments (water, soft drinks): _________________________________________
☐ Meals: _________________________________________
☐ Other hospitality: _________________________________________
4.4 Parking
The Client shall provide:
☐ __________ parking passes
☐ Load-in/load-out access
☐ Vehicle security
4.5 Security
The Client is responsible for:
☐ Event security personnel
☐ Equipment security during performance
☐ Crowd control
5. MUSICIAN'S OBLIGATIONS
5.1 Professional Performance
The Musician agrees to:
· Arrive on time for load-in, sound check, and performance
· Perform professionally and in accordance with industry standards
· Comply with venue rules and regulations
· Maintain appropriate conduct and professionalism
· Perform the agreed-upon repertoire
5.2 Appearance and Dress Code
Dress Code: _________________________________________
Special Attire Requirements: _________________________________________
5.3 Performance Standards
The Musician shall:
· Perform at appropriate volume levels as agreed with the Client
· Limit profanity/explicit content: ☐ Yes ☐ No
· Ensure all equipment is in working order
· Provide backup equipment when possible
5.4 Substitutes and Replacement Musicians
☐ Substitutes are permitted with prior written approval
☐ Substitutes are not permitted
☐ Specific musicians required: _________________________________________
If a key member is unavailable, the Musician must notify the Client at least __________ days in advance.


6. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
6.1 Original Compositions
The Musician retains all rights, title, and interest in original musical compositions, recordings, and performances.
6.2 Cover Songs and Licensing
For cover songs, the Musician represents that:
☐ Appropriate licenses (ASCAP, BMI, SESAC) have been obtained
☐ The Venue is responsible for performance licenses
☐ Other arrangement: _________________________________________
6.3 Recording and Broadcasting
Recording Rights: The Client ☐ may ☐ may not record the performance.
If recording is permitted:
· Use of recording: _________________________________________
· Compensation for recorded use: _________________________________________
· Duration of usage rights: _________________________________________
Live Streaming: ☐ Permitted ☐ Not Permitted ☐ With written consent
6.4 Promotional Use
The Musician grants the Client a limited license to use the Musician's name, image, and likeness for promotional purposes related to this event only, subject to prior approval.
7. MERCHANDISE SALES
7.1 Merchandise Rights
☐ Musician may sell merchandise at the event
☐ Venue receives __________% of merchandise sales
☐ Venue provides table/space for merchandise sales
☐ No merchandise sales permitted
7.2 Merchandise Setup
Setup Location: _________________________________________
Setup Time: _________________________________________
Staff Responsible: _________________________________________
8. CANCELLATION POLICY
8.1 Cancellation by Client
If the Client cancels this Contract:
More than __________ days before the Event Date:
· Refund of __________% of deposit
· Musician retains $__________
Between __________ and __________ days before the Event Date:
· Refund of __________% of deposit
· Musician retains $__________
Less than __________ days before the Event Date:
· No refund; full payment due
· Musician retains entire deposit and may pursue full compensation
8.2 Cancellation by Musician
If the Musician cancels this Contract voluntarily (excluding force majeure):
· Full refund of all payments made
· Musician shall assist in finding suitable replacement (if possible)
· Notice must be given at least __________ days in advance
8.3 Cancellation Notice
All cancellations must be made in writing via:
☐ Email
☐ Certified mail
☐ Other: _________________________________________
9. FORCE MAJEURE
9.1 Force Majeure Events
Neither Party shall be liable for failure to perform due to circumstances beyond their reasonable control, including but not limited to:
· Acts of God (hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, severe weather)
· Fire or explosion
· War, terrorism, or civil unrest
· Pandemic or epidemic
· Government orders or restrictions
· Labor strikes or disputes
· Venue damage or closure
· Death or serious illness of performer
9.2 Notice and Mitigation
The affected Party must:
· Notify the other Party immediately in writing
· Provide evidence of the force majeure event
· Make reasonable efforts to mitigate the impact
· Resume performance as soon as reasonably possible
9.3 Extended Force Majeure
If force majeure conditions continue for more than __________ days, either Party may terminate this Contract without liability, and:
· Client shall receive a refund of __________% of payments made
· Alternative performance date may be negotiated
10. LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION
10.1 Musician's Liability
The Musician agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Client from any claims, damages, or losses arising from:
· The Musician's negligence or willful misconduct
· Injury or damage caused by the Musician's equipment
· Copyright infringement related to the Musician's performance
· Breach of this Contract by the Musician
10.2 Client's Liability
The Client agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Musician from any claims, damages, or losses arising from:
· Venue conditions or safety hazards
· Actions of venue staff or attendees
· Inadequate security
· Breach of this Contract by the Client
10.3 Insurance
☐ Musician carries liability insurance: Policy # _________________________________________
☐ Client/Venue carries liability insurance: Policy # _________________________________________
☐ Certificate of insurance required: ☐ Yes ☐ No
11. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR STATUS
11.1 Relationship of Parties
The Musician is an independent contractor and not an employee, agent, partner, or joint venture of the Client. This Contract does not create an employment relationship.
11.2 Taxes and Benefits
The Musician is responsible for:
· All federal, state, and local taxes
· Self-employment taxes
· No employment benefits are provided (health insurance, retirement, etc.)
11.3 Workers' Compensation
The Musician acknowledges that they are not covered by the Client's workers' compensation insurance.
12. MODIFICATIONS AND AMENDMENTS
12.1 Changes to Agreement
Any modifications, amendments, or changes to this Contract must be:
· Made in writing
· Signed by both Parties
· Dated and attached to this Contract
12.2 Verbal Modifications
No verbal agreements or modifications shall be valid or enforceable.
13. DISPUTE RESOLUTION
13.1 Good Faith Negotiation
The Parties agree to first attempt to resolve any disputes through good-faith negotiation.
13.2 Mediation
If negotiation fails, the Parties agree to submit the dispute to mediation before pursuing legal action.
13.3 Arbitration
☐ Disputes shall be resolved through binding arbitration
☐ Disputes may be resolved through court proceedings
13.4 Governing Law
This Contract shall be governed by the laws of the State of _____________________.
13.5 Venue
Any legal action shall be brought in the courts of ___________________ County, State of _____________________.
14. CONFIDENTIALITY
14.1 Confidential Information
Both Parties agree to keep confidential any proprietary or sensitive information disclosed during the term of this Contract, including but not limited to:
· Financial terms
· Technical specifications
· Business practices
· Personal information
14.2 Duration
This confidentiality obligation shall survive the termination or expiration of this Contract for a period of __________ years.
15. NOTICE
15.1 Notice Requirements
All notices under this Contract shall be in writing and delivered to:
For Musician:
Name: _________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
For Client:
Name: _________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
15.2 Methods of Delivery
Notice may be given by:
· Personal delivery
· Certified mail (return receipt requested)
· Email (with confirmation of receipt)
· Reputable overnight delivery service
15.3 Effective Date of Notice
Notice shall be deemed received:
· If hand-delivered: upon delivery
· If mailed: 3 business days after mailing
· If emailed: upon confirmation of receipt

16. GENERAL PROVISIONS
16.1 Entire Agreement
This Contract constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties and supersedes all prior negotiations, understandings, or agreements, whether written or oral.
16.2 Severability
If any provision of this Contract is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.
16.3 Waiver
The failure of either Party to enforce any provision shall not constitute a waiver of that provision or any other provision of this Contract.
16.4 Assignment
Neither Party may assign this Contract or any rights or obligations hereunder without the prior written consent of the other Party.
16.5 Binding Effect
This Contract shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective successors and permitted assigns.
16.6 Counterparts
This Contract may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original and all of which together shall constitute one agreement.
16.7 Annexes
The following annexes are attached and form an integral part of this Contract:
☐ Annex A: Technical Rider
☐ Annex B: Repertoire/Setlist
☐ Annex C: Travel and Accommodation Details
☐ Annex D: Additional Terms
☐ Other: _________________________________________
17. SPECIAL PROVISIONS
(Add any additional terms or special conditions here)






18. SIGNATURES
By signing below, the Parties acknowledge that they have read, understood, and agree to be bound by all terms and conditions of this Music Performance Contract.
THE MUSICIAN/PERFORMER
Signature: ___________________________________
Printed Name: ___________________________________
Date: ___________________________________
THE CLIENT/VENUE
Signature: ___________________________________
Printed Name: ___________________________________
Title: ___________________________________
Date: ___________________________________



ANNEX A: TECHNICAL RIDER
Stage Plot and Technical Requirements
Sound Requirements



Lighting Requirements



Backline Requirements



Input List/Channel Requirements



Monitor Requirements



Power Requirements



Other Technical Needs




ANNEX B: REPERTOIRE/SETLIST
Confirmed Songs/Performance Elements
Set 1:



Set 2:



Encore (if applicable):


Prohibited Songs/Content:




ANNEX C: TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION DETAILS
Transportation
Mode of Travel: _________________________________________
Departure Date/Time: _________________________________________
Return Date/Time: _________________________________________
Transportation Costs: $__________
Accommodation
Hotel Name: _________________________________________
Check-in Date: _________________________________________
Check-out Date: _________________________________________
Number of Rooms: _________________________________________
Accommodation Costs: $__________
Per Diem
Daily Rate: $__________
Number of Days: _________________________________________
Total: $__________
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